A 29,000 molecular weight fraction from fetal rat liver adhering cells that cooperates with erythropoietin in stimulating the growth of erythroid progenitors.
The erythroid-potentiating effects of a protein fraction produced by 20-day rat fetal liver-adhering cells are studied. Partial purification by gel filtration gave an active fraction (apparent molecular weight = 29 x 10(3)) that significantly increased the erythroid colony counts (CFUe and late BFUe) in cultures of liver cell fractions depleted of adhering cells at both limiting and saturating concentration of recombinant human erythropoietin. The sensitivity of CFUe and BFUe to erythropoietin was increased by the activator.